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THE DISCOVERY OF THE 
Knights of the Poſte, 


LT, Itraueiled towardes Plimmorh , this 
DENSE laſt voyage,vpon my well appꝛoued hac- 
N GN) k ten toes) it was 
N ner, (ould Bayard o it was my 
god lucke a little on this ſide Hounſſo ve, 
Lua pon the heath, wyere that villain 
[woas hanged in chaines, that murdered 
— dk the maiden in the wand) to ouertake a wel 
truſt fellow mounted vpon as pꝛoper an nagge as my own, 
but not altogether ſo well paced; At what time I bad him 
god mozrow, god mozrow(quoth he:) God graunt it pꝛoue 
ſo, but as I ſpecde, ſo will J p2aiſe the day: why fir (ſaid J) 
then well onertaken, J truſt my greeting deſernes nee 
grudge. In deede (quoth he) well ouertaken but ill found. 
A muſing at the man what he meant by theſe quibs, aſaed 
bun how ſo? Becanſe (ſuid he) my purie is as empty as mm 
- belly, and pet my ſtomacke as gad as yours. A tolde him 
that matter would be ſeme amended, if he wanted pence, ts 
leaue a pawne foꝛ his bꝛeakfaſt: The man hearing me ſap 
ſo: anſwered, my counſaile was better then my charity, and 
yet (quoth he) pour charity may be better then my paune: 
4A J aſſure you, x ſuppoſe you haue moze to giue, then J 
haue to gage: and pet yeſterday, I had as much money i 8. 
would fill a quart potte, if my wiſedome had bœne fo god te 
kecpe it: Certainly (ſaid J) he that would ſpend fo pzodi- 
gally,and ſo much in one day, without any regard, in mp 
- pun is wozthy to faſt the nert day without pitty: Ho lir,. 
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I baue your iudgement already / ' quoth he: itis pitfy you 
(hcnld be made a Juſtice of peace, that can txamine a cauſe 
no better: If vou had aſked me how 2 had ſpent ſo much 
money in ſo ſhoꝛt a lime, and how much the ſum had biene, 
you had ſhewen ſome wilt: but to pꝛononmte me pꝛodigallat 
the firſt dach, ſoꝛ ſotriſung a cauſe, argues in deede a man of 

ſinall diſcretion. Why ad. he, is not he to be van coun- 
ted a th21flefſe waſter, that ſpends the quantity of aquart of 
monep in one dap: if you had gamde it away,it had bene an 
other matter, becauſe I know it a thing ſone done, and you 
not ſo much to bc blamed: fo; that a man cannot commaund 
the dice as he may his dogge, to ſay, ſira fetch me the ſame 
againc: Alaſe qd. he, how Umple of vnderſtanding are vou, 
e ng mefred my wile, that when J her fo 
arme her ſclfc againlt her vnquiet neighbours, p:efently 
clapt a toꝛllet on her backe, and ſo ran among them : Pou 
tome in with aquart full of and J toulde vou of as 
much moncy as filde a quatt, which God wot was but one 
penny fo2 the which J had aquart of ale at Colbrooke. 

O was it ſo, I crie youmercy qd. J, and becauſe I haue 
made pou this offence , J will pape fo2 your b:eakefaſt at 
| Staines, which now is not farre off: and J pꝛay vou let me 

reguc l ts knowc how farre you traucllthis u way; Marx ur 
ad be, cuen as farre as J wauld wiſh your company , fin- 
ding you alwaies thus kinde: but indeede my iourncy is to 
hiannoth, if 3 knew how to get thithcr, with that we went 
into our Inne at the ſigne of the Ale. ſtake, where A calde 
in foꝛ b;ea2 and chaſe, 2 þbelt berre they had inthe houſe: | 
This io well dene (qv. he) call you in foz that which is god, 
arm J will haue a care it ſhall not be loſt : and with that he 
claps a peuny loafe in his pocket, and anone after he thꝛuſt 
vnother into his boſome : 3 demaunding why he did ſo: he 
anſwered, becauſe (ſaith he) J would trie whether þ bzcad 
at the next towne be as god as this oꝛ no: F92 me thinkes 
it hath a very god reliſh , 4 3 aſſure vou it is god ſoꝛ a man 


to bc expcrienced in ſuch An and ſtill de fed vpon b2cad 


and 
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und cheeſe as nimbly as a ſquerell on a nutte. I ſecing him 
feede ſo hartelp, ſaid if his legs were as god as his ſtomacke 
he needed not to feare his Journey to Plimmorh: ſo at length 
being well refrctht | 
miſe J wontd pay fo his bzcakfaff, but he ſhouid pay fo2 the 

tuo penny loaues in his packet: By the maſſe quoth he) J 
am perſwaded your purſe is better linde then mine, notw⸗ 
ſtanding it my credit be better then yours, W this my wel⸗ 
__. faſfehoaſtice, I am content to paſſe my wo?d fo it: ether. 

wiſe you are like to pay ail fo2 me. Fe 
The woman hearing him flont at her face, was ſtraight 
inflamed as if ſhe had beene made of tuchwwd , and whoty 
__ compact of a lump of qunpowder; Why thou paulfrp knaue 
(qv ſhe) what ailes my facc? what tant Þ ſaꝝ to my fate: 52 


„J toutdhim that acco2ding tomy pr0- 


what doeſt thou ſ& in ny face? Cox foule my face, J hope 


my face is a chꝛiſtian bodies face, thou ſcurny iacke, J tel 
tze am not aſhamed to ſhew my face, I thinke ſo qd he 
fo; it is cf as god ſcarlet die, as euer J ſaw any in mp daies: 


but ſay, will pou take my wozd fo2 two pence? Take thy 


wo2d? Ile ſe tha hangd firft ( qd ſhe) pay me my money, oꝛ 
by Gods body Ile haue you ſet by the herles: and with that 
Me twke vp her diitaffe and brate him out of doꝛes: which 
"x tceing was glad to content her, and ſo we parted from 
plate. A would ( quoth he)euery hoaſtice would gine me ſuch 
a palpozt as my hoaſtite of Sraines; then would J not dcubt 
vnt to come to my iourneies end, with vicuals inoughe in 
> my paunche, and no hurt to my perſon. . 
T has lat went on dur way, having wozke ſufficient to 
coment on this confronerſte , euen till we came to Baſing- 
ſtoke, where with the ſuns ſetting we toke vp our lodging, 
and with the beginning of the euening ended our dates taſ:. 
Now (ad my mery companion) to requite pour turteſie fo; 
my dinner, find you meate and dzinke, and J will fred bꝛead 
to ſupper. And ſo it I finde to mozrow as happy as this dag 


gdath berne to me, A ſhalbe well pleaſed to heare you againe 


to ſa late me with god mozrow; other wiſe the day ſhal hane 
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my fauour to mp foztunc, And with that as mery as a man 
with two penny loaues in his pocket, he ſteps into atipling 
hauſe and aſkt fo: lodging, be was no ſoner come into 
houſc, but there was one clad like a Caualier of Spine, that 
twke acquaintai te of him, ſaying ; That Goodcoll my old 
friend, my companion and familiar acquaintance,w 

J am glad toc thee in heall h : hoTapſtcr fill vs adoſen of 
beere, foꝛ weele be merp pfaith: with that my ce 
was wonderous iocond, and gratifying him 
reuerente he could deuiſe, with Italian and French im- 
- bzacements, ſometimes about the middle, ſometimes below 
the knees: he requited his greeting in this ſoꝛt: Iacke Free- 
mu, A plague on ther, who would haue thought to haue 
found the here: truſt me by the faith of an honeſt man, J 
am gladefthis chance: And in reſpec of this happy mee- 
ting, I bleſle my foztunate ſtarres that it was m my cke to 
ſe tho befoze dit: And as thou loueſt me, bid this my 
friend welcome and let vs ſuppe togetber: but! ke Free- 
man except pour purſe be better then mine, our chere will 
but moc ke cur ſtomackes, which at this tune Jl 
in as ill part, as my hoalfice of Staines did my s this 
moꝛning. Tuch feare not (qv. Fræemar) if thou haſt no mo- 
ney, 3 haue enough both foz me and thee, and pfaith thou 
ſhalt not lacke as long as fazty pounds laſt : why man 4 
thanke God J haue in this ſimple doublet (as J may lay to 
ther an hundꝛed angels and vpward,and hang dogs. Good- 
c> Ithcy ſhall be all at thy command.Godamercy my ſwete 
lacke heeman(ad,he; ) And with that we all (ate downe to 
 ſapper: At what time they fell into great conmunication$ 
one with the other, Freeman declaredhow he was newely 
tome out of Ir. land, and hurt the rebels had don there, 
by ſetting diuers townces on fire, and now gd he) A am tome 
from viſiting my friends in Hampſhire, with purpoſe to go 
diredly to London. Therfcze J pzay the tell me how doth 
all our god friends there, and what is the beſt newes. In 
troth . Ly odoyll) no newes but . is common: Ys 
11 go | 


all te 


uld take 
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god Earle of Eſſex is p2epared to ſea, and in (oth thither am 
1 my debts, and my wiucs tongue 
(eſoze god) I am tonſtrained to leaue all, foz who would - 
line in dzead of thoſe creepe cozncrs, that gets their lining by 
playing boe-peepe, who like the cokcowhaue neuer but one 
ſong. and that ſounds ſo ili fauouredix, ſaying: I areſt you: 
that J pzomilc vou it makes many a mans heart ake that 
beares it. And whither J pꝛay pou traue!s this honeſt man 
your friend (qd.he:) Truly (ſaid J) my iourneꝝ is toward þ 
ſea tw, though not fo2 the like cauſe as my friend goes. Foz 
as foz my wife, her tongue did neuer diſpleaſe me, becauſe 
the could neuer ſpeake being bozne dumb,and as foz Serge- 
ants, I neuer nerde ts teare them, foz no man would euer 
credite me to make me run in debt. Then haſt thou (qd. Free- 
man) two god commodities. But heareſt thou Goodcol!, J 
pꝛa the ſay: how doe all our ancient te, Þgwd 
oath-takers,oz common baplers: Alas the Knightes of the 
Poſte, the Lozds of lobs pound, and heires apparant to the 
pillozy: who are as ready to haue men ont of pʒiſon, being 
then well pleaſed faz their paincs, as Tiron is in playing 
the traitour without cauſes. Tuſh (quot Goodcoll) that 
fraternity of faliſchad, and fellowſhip of fraud, doth neuer 
lightly parte out of te old byas,they are all in health,though 
voide of honeſty: ſame are at liberty to ſeke a dinner where 
they . —— ᷣ d — 
L. that old lad is fat tomming, though not chming fozth, 
hauing the pꝛiuiledge to walke his ſtatians in one of þ coun- 
ters in London, 4 ſo are diuers other of the ſane p2ofefſion, 
But tell me J p2ay pou(qd. Freeman) what ts become of B. 
ts he as ſound mettle as he was : And how doth the harber 
of ncw-co2ne, olde father C ro-rowne, L. the Courier, ard 
he whom men call wozſe Craft,are they all liuing ſtil? 
Liuing (qd. Goodcoll) truſt me J, and like enough ts lius 
till game either pꝛefers them to the pillo:p, oz miſcry ende 


| their daies. B. hath ſoũded falle latums in Meſtmintter hall 


a * time, and hath ben a rr Anight of antiquity: as 
= — | wen 


1 5 conſumedher young veres in lechery, and wasno mozeſet 


maoꝛe then a whole bare ow, and the man whoſe name hath 


The Diſcoueric of the 


well knowne fo2 his pꝛofeſlion, as mother Bunches ale to 

mipitaty. But z the toze hoults of to ne, be hath betas 
ken himſe lle to hu beades: foz in matters of bailing, he is 
like aa old hozſc, whoſe marke is nere wozne out of his 
mouth: but notwith t anding though he be fæble in body, vet 
his minde is as god as euer it was, i that which he cannot 
per foꝛme himſclfe,he pꝛotures others to doe: like that aun- 
cicnte raine beaten harlot M, Ro, that after thee hav quite 


by, ect faz the lone ſhe boze tot 
inticed younger ones to doe it, and ſo became a n 
baude. And in line ſvzt playct he,fo2 whcre he hone 
himſelfe,he pzocnreth others to baile thac. — | 
Baut as concerning olde father C: : why man hee ie pr 
_ Cureſby,astruſtie as ſttele, and one that alwaics h — 
a deadliſt: foz after he hath ſmugd vppe dime lfe in his bo2- 
rowed apparell, with his gr: t leale ring on his i ger ol 
pure copper any gut, when he comcs to baile a man befo2e 
à Judge, being demaunded it hee de a ſubſidie n 
flraight anſweres, and it ſdall pleaſe your god Lo 
haue beenea ſubſidy man this xx. winters and vpward: 
And then he ſwearcs, that he was ſeized at v. pounts in the 
Queencs bokes the latt let ment of the ſubſidie : and furter 
affirmes it on hiscredit,which is as gad in cheapefide, as it 
s at the purdingpy houſe, where they will not truſt hin fo2 
two pence: but he hath one bad quality, which JI doubt will 
make him at length loſc his cuſtomers, and that is this, Ys 
wil neuer de pleafed when he hath bailed onc,except he giue 
bim mo2e then his p2omiſe-and beſide ſtop his mouth with a 
pint ot old ſack .Now fir he wham men call wozſe then craft 
and LJ thinke they will gine over their trade of bailing, e 
turne truemen, foz they doe not ſo much vle it as they haue 
done heretofoʒe. Truſt me (q. Freeinan) that would be as 
great a miracle, as to ſz Bankes his curtaile dance ahaznes 
pipe. But what ſap pou to little A, and to him that is called 


03 no, 
bippe, 


dur zue letters, ürſſ this vowels, then two conſanants? 


Tut 
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Tut (qd Good col chep be in theſe matters like £ 
_ at aburiall, ot no reckoning, except to ie ſt at: *. —— 
p:ocurersof others then doers themſelues. It you make no 


account of them (ad Freeman) what ſay vou then of him that 
boze the name of the olde player wh the deluct cap: of the 


aged⸗Crane turnde backe warde, K. with the tun, F. w the 
firie face, C. the true tok / olde p ſold away his wife foꝛ mo⸗ 
ney, ⁊ after wardes recciued her heme againe; mary qd. G. 


as Tarlctonſaide of the Tinker, that they haue moze craſt 
in their budgets, then crownes in their purſes: notwithſtñ⸗ 
ding ef no reputacion: ſoʒ they be but pꝛoturers of others to 
baile, e not baylers themſciues; And aboue all the reſt: the 
An. of the poſt, vo vtterly deny to go befezea J. with F. faz 
feare leaſt the fire in his face ſhould ſet the J. chamber in a 
flame: and fo they might get moze diſpleaſure , then all the 


rich rubies in his noſe are wozth, C. J muſt nades ſay is a 


god fcllow;but he vſeththis trade nothing ſo much now as 


penny ale, that he can ſpar 
tell me, how fares L. P. C. e Rl col. are they of no reputacis 
now? they were wont to be iolly doers in this geare ; and ſo 
are they (till (aith Gedcole,fo2 L. and P. doe many matters 


chtinually t get much mony by it, but it pꝛoſpers as badly ws 


them as the coine that loſephs bzethzen take when they ſo⸗ 


uld him into Egipr,foz whatis gotten all day they ſpend fra- 0 


nckly at night in on tauern, achouſe oz ether, ſoc that fo2 o⸗ 
ght that I ſe,they are as bare as ſpanilh ſriers that were 
late taken at ſea, which lie now in D. maratins but wheras 
you ſpeake of C. J haue not ſcene a long time either J 
thinke he is dead, oz elſe gon to R againe from whence 
he came, but why de pou call him C. his name is Cookoo, 
though he kepe not all waics on tune, truly that is moze 
then euer J heard quoth Freeman, doe they then alter their 
names when they goe a bout to baile men? as though that 
you were ignozant therot᷑ qd. G. it they ſhoulde nat change 
their names, e like Protheus turne their ſhapes ſomtimes, 
they woulve often be hadby p backe foz their lewd a" 
S2 n 


be hath done: and as foꝛ K. he doth ſo tye himſcife top two 
e notime todoany thing. Then 


|'"Th& airs of ahh - 


Bat then J p2ay vou tell me what is becomeof the bzoker; 
the bird with the blacke fote and goulden taile, and the ſon 
of R. doe they continue their oulde courſes till? What 
nede you moue ſuch a queftion (qd. Goodcoll) how ſhould 
they liue if they ſhould leaue that ſwete p2ofitable trade: 
bapling and ſwearing? I tell you fir it is an occupation 
that foules not their hands, though it cozrupt their contci⸗ 
ence, which ſome of them haue vſed theſe dozen oz fourtene 
peres at the leaſt. I muſe (qd. F. ceman) how theſe fcllowes 
cape vntaken oꝛ vnpuniſht all this while, fo2 it is on oulde 
pꝛouerbe, that the pitcher goes ſo long to the water, thatat 
length it comes bzoken home. Tuſh they are as heedeful in 
this matter as may be, foz as J tould you, they will ſeidome 
tell their right names, noꝛ giue true notice of their dwelling: 
And beſide that they will be ſure to know befoze hand, what 
Judge it is that muſt take the baile : fo2 if their be any iudge 
that he knowes doth ſuſpect him, he will keepe one leg back 
from that plate. and go befoze ſome other to doe the feat, 
Call you theſe feates (qd Freeman) foz wzetches to per» 
iure themſelues in this ſozt? truely god may well ſpare them 
_ fo2 a time, but their iudgement wil be the greater: and ſure⸗ 
ly gods gotten in this ſozt muſt needes be curſed; And no 
maruell if none of them doe thꝛiue. Why doe pou ſay fo (qd. 
Goodcole) is not the bzoker rich: J, but he got it by bꝛoke⸗ 
ry and not by bailing qd the other. J graunt he is a bꝛoker 
(ad. Freeman) but he was firſt a bailer and a ſwearer, which 
pꝛelferd him to his bꝛokerp: fozit was a ſinall matter inſterd 
of hearing moꝛning pꝛaier to goe faſting befsze a J. and 
foꝛſweare himſelfe, wherby he hath gotten many a crowne, 
which hee accompteth cleere gaines and the ſtocke remai⸗ 
ning whols at the yeres ende: ſo that nowe hee hath lefte 
b:okery and is become a Dꝛaper. A Dꝛaper (quoth. Free- 
man) what Dzaper, of wallin oz linnen? No (qd he) an Ale 
D2aper, wherein he hath moze ſkil then in the othermeuer⸗ 
| theleſſe there are maꝛe bꝛokers that are bailers beſide him. 
Whyistheir owne trade of bzokery ſo much decayep/quath 
. they cannot ne by that, as well as they haue 
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done? I (qd Go2dcoll)thereis ſo many ofthem, that ane ci⸗ 
not liue by another: And beſide that, there is another incon⸗ 
nenience befaine them: they muff nowe neither buy any 
thing, nsz take pawne, except firſt they come and Regiſter 
it in a place pꝛouided by the aieſtrats:ſo that whereas be- 
foze they were wont to buy much'ſtolne gods, whereby 


their greateſt pꝛoſſt grew: now they cannot doe fo, vecauſe . 


tach party that bzings gods to the bzokers, muſt haue their 
names t dwelling place ſet downe by the Negiſter, oz elſe 
they that doe otherwiſe, are accounted arcefſary tothe fello- 
ny, if thep meddle with any ſtolne gads. 

Thisis an extellent god oꝛder d Freeman But what 
is that ſonne of R. you ſpoke of? I haue heard mach ſpeche 
ol him that he hath berne an notable fellow foz bailing. — 
Goodcoll and ſo he ts ſtill; but in ſpeaking ot him, 3 mu 
ſay to you, as once a King of Englandſaidto his Queen 5 
was deſirous to knowa certaine matter ot him: foft id he) 
thereby hanges a tale: and ſo likewiſe of R. remaines ano⸗ 
ther, but that J will referre till to moro, fo2 what with 

this god ſupper, and my weary iournep, J find my ſelfe well 
pꝛeparde foz my bed, and thereſoze let vs know what we 
haue to pap, that we map riſe from the table, fo2 J aſſure 
you my legs are wart as ſtiffe as anould paire of botes af 
ter a nights dꝛying. Then ſaid Freeman, Yo tapſter whats 
to pay?fiue ſhillings twopence(qdhe)andyou are welcome: 
with that A began to dꝛaw my purſe, and Goodcoll went to 
his pocket: Nay ſoftmy maſters (ſaid Freeman) heres not a 
penny foz any of you to pay: noz will J offer a penny (quoth 
Goodcoll) but theſe, e with that he ſet the two loaues which 
be pluckt out of his pocket on the board: this is an odde ict 
(cgquoth J) to (et bꝛead on the boarvafter the meate is eaten, 
much like vnto her, that went not foz the Phiſition brfoꝛe 
ſhe ſaw her huĩband dead vnder the table If you like not my 
otfer(qꝗd Goodcoll) J will kepe them till to mozrow. Why 
fir qd. reeman, it is waitten pou ſhould not care fo2 the mo:⸗ 
row; tis true qd he, and becauſe J will not care foꝛ to moꝛ⸗ 
3 3 row, 


vi- 


ther my ould friend, take 


my elfe finc ſhillings yet in 
come to London: And with 
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row, A a loaves to night. Then — fo Free: 


man, J be ſech you fir accept of my money , 
will charge your ſcife to much: Bou ſhall S (pi 


a far- 


thing (quoth he) noꝛ Chould not if we were toegther this mo⸗ 
— —ñ were it not foꝛ one 
N — 


on the Bꝛidge, to haue it paide me at London, the fift 
. ef : nexte, 62 within ſeuen dates after the fight ot his bill: 


ing J 
ke along with ven: but at Rꝛiſtewe At 
zed angels, to the god man the Fryngpan 


But (ſaid Coodcoll) who muſt paie it to you there? ar 


| Philipp Curtoiſe, a man ſurt enough quoth Freeman, 
Z would to Chꝛiſt ſaid Goodcoll, we might haue had yeur 


company to Plunnorh, faz J may ſay to you as to in friend, 
J haue not one penny in my purſe, whatſocuer come :quoth 
Freeman, thou ſhalt nat lac ke fo monep: And with that he 
dzew his purſe and gaue him ten ſhillings, ſaying : Vould 
to helpe the, and if J had 
moꝛe ſtozc of white! moncy, JI pꝛomiſe the thou ſhouldeſt 
haue moꝛe, mary I thanke Gd J haue ſome charge about 
me, moze then J meane to make any man pziup to: And 
to ſay the truth, J am loath to bʒeake my gould, J haue left 


er, and that ſhall ſerue till J 


Free nan) pꝛay pour vic my friends well, X may lay to vou 
they arc honeſt men, and of god credit in London, though 
as you ſo they trudge thus a fte, as my ſelle doth. I 


and fo we departedto bed 


Inthe mozning they roſe early, and calling at Firemans 
<hambcr doze, thought to take their farewell of hun: What 
$44 7 . 


eee eee ene re ee 


that he calde the god man of Þ 

houſe, ſaying: God my hoaſt pꝛouide me a god bed, and a 
chamber with locke and key, foꝛ J haue charge about me. 

Dir ſaith the hoaſt feare not, pou ſhall lie ſafe J warrant 


rou, it vou had a thouſand pound. Veare ye my boaſt (quoth 


tel ou 
they haue reaſon fo2 it my hoaft, and ſo haue J to: 6 harke 
xe me, I pꝛay vou let them haue what they will call foz , if 


ther will not pay vou, I will. Athanke you ſir (quoth we) 


Kiiights of the Pole: 


my boies (quoth he) are you ſuch god cockes to be rifing as 
fone as the ſunne? Nay ſoft, we mult not part ſv, Fmeane 
_ fobzeake my fait with you, with that he ſtarted ont of his 
bed, and wiled the tapſter to couer the board, ſo ta 1:;zcakfaſt 
we went. Then ſaid Freeman: now Goo:ico!l I pzap you 
tet me heare the tale of Rob: fo2 J could doe thing but 
dꝛeame all night what it ſhould be: Mary (qu. h.) this N. 
being his crafts Paſter, where be was hicred to come bes 
foze any Judge to baile a man, it was his accuſtomed vſe to 
call himſelfe by a wzong name: and it de dwelt in long lane 
perhaps he would ſay he dwelt in white Chappell, and ſo 
neither certifie them of his true name, noꝛ of his true dioel⸗ 
- ling place; ſo that i any enquiery bee made of him in ſuch 
place, where he aſfirmed himlelfe to dwell, there is no ſuch 
man to be found: and by this means he fcapes manie a ſcon-- 
But pardon me I beſeech von, god maſter Freeman, the 
day weares, and A haue farre to go, therefoze I cannot 
ſtand to tell out the reſt: but at our next meeting in troth you 
ſhall knowe all: therfoze let vs pape our ſhotte and be wal⸗ 
king. | 
A fiagequoth Freeman) here is nothing to pay,and were 
dur reckoning twentie pound, pou ſhouldnot pay one pen⸗ 
ny: but becauſe pour halt is ſuch towardsponr iourney,and 
my de lire great to heare out your tale, Ile take my ſwoꝛde 
and walkc a mile oꝛ two with vou: And thus hauing dil⸗ 
charged the houfke we went forth together ,_ Well now to 
my tale quoth Goodco!l, 
Z heardit tolde fs2 atruth, that a certaine 


Gl. now dwel,. 


ting on Saint Andzewes Pill, in the dea way toward 
Tpboꝛ ne, being a god knight o: the Poſt, aud hauing lear⸗ 
ned of Ro. and ſuch other of that hatcfull ſocicty, to deny 
their own names: vpon a tims when he came befaze a iudge 
to baile a man:utoſt knauiſh ly nained himſelke to be a cer⸗ 
taine Upholſter in London: a man that fo2 his wealth and 


Thz 


wiſe dome was of god account among his neighbours, 


The Diſcovery of the 


The creditoꝛ making inquiery of his baile , and in ing 
him by repoꝛt to be very ſufficient, was well conte: t, ſo the 

matter reiter till the terme: At what time the auion bei 
. tame neither one noz other to make aun⸗ 


At laſt by courſe cf law an execution was like to be ſer⸗ 
ued vpon the ſurety. The honeft Cittizen hearing of this 


matter, was not a little amazed: ſaith he to the Creditoz, 
Sir vou greatly miſtake, J am not the man you meane,foz 
A know no ſuch man you ſpeake off, no2 was J euer baile 


in this court in my like Why is not your name thus: qd, 


the Attourney your trade Upholſtery, anddwell you not in 
ſuch a plate: Yes inderde quoth the Cittizen: well then, 


except there be moze of this name dwelling there, pou are 


nne to anſwere va(ſaide the attourney.Cuſh ſaid the Citti⸗ 
en, as well he might haue put in my chilos name as mine, 


 foz any knowledge I had of this matter. 


dn thirthy ſhillings fo: his paines. 


Undoubtedly ſaid J, he is a fellow of a flthy conſcienc e: 


Conſcience (qd Goodcoll:) I tell you their conſciences are 
like chiuerell ſkins, that will fretch eucry way - But foz 


all the Gloner is ſo cunning, if he vſe many cf theſe feates, 
at length he will come to peepe thꝛough the pillozy, aud car⸗ 
ry as many earts on his head as old Harry of D. gardine. 
Wut vohere is P. now a daies, that goulden feathered bird, 


he hatzh vberne an ancient pꝛoleſloꝑ of bapling, i many great 
aduentures hath he paſt, like a molt yardy night of the 
Pot. 
3 caith Fr ceman., but he was like to haue catcht a foule 
loile ot late: foʒ i be had bene gotten, he had berne clapt vp 


in the ings bench foz his knayery : And how ſcapt he 1 


pꝛay: Eucn by his wittes laid S which yath 
. veaten thꝛid bare. ©. 


Allo 


Thus was this honeſt man put to no lmall trouble be⸗ 8 
foze he could cleare himſeife : while in the meane ſpace the 
Gbouer ſate ſmiling in his ficeue , and cariedaway twenty 


Knighres of the Poſte: 


Allo you know ID. Alias. A, onlde N. not the for, fhouggy 
much of his nature, B. and H.? yes mary, what of them, 
doe they p2oceede ſtillin bapling, ſome doe, and fomsdoe- 
not, foꝛ as J heard, god P. Alias A. ryding out of Towne, 
bꝛoke his necke at EZybozne. And as he went to hanging, 
A. feod by and would not bid hun once farcwell, where vp- 

pon P. bꝛoke out into this paſſion, ſaying: Ah thou ingrate- 
full wzetch , haſte thou bene copartner of ſo many of ny 
p2ofites, and oſt thou now participat with my crofſes,theu 
haſte ſung with me, and dancſt with me, cate and dzunke 
with me, and tanſt thou not finde in thy heart to hang with 
me. Tell, if thou hadſt not that god nature in the, yet 
thou nughſt haue toke the paines as to goe to the Gallowes 


with me, oꝛ bid me farewell. 


An Otkicer ryding hard by him with a 3 aueline in his 
hand, hearing him thus inuape againft his vnkinde kriend, 
wicht him to tontent himſelfe with patience, ſoꝛ ( quoth he) 
though he will not take the paines to g with the now, vet 
he meancs parhaps to follow the ſheꝛtly. 5 

It was well anſwerdto the diſcontented man (qd. Frec- 
9. mary ſometimes with bꝛead and checſe(quoth Goodcoll, 
| ſometimes with bꝛead and butter, and eate roſtmeat when 


they haue mony: Nay J inquire not after their chier, but 


their god eſtate (ſaith Freeman.) In troth they liue ſo ſo, and 
it were well, ik they knew where a god commodetie of 
names were to be ſould „ and pet Jthinke all the mony in 
their purſſes could not buy it. 

But to let theſe bace fellowes paſſe, I can tell you ofa 
great many others that you neuer knewe men lately come 
into the trade, but J doubt we haue bzought you to farre out 
of your way already: Tut, J reſpec it not (quoth Free.) and 
ſeeing J am come thus farre, J will walke along to Ando- 
uer with you, becauſe intrueth J would heareſſomewhat or 
thoſe men you ſpeake of, ſoꝛ hang it vp, it is but the coming 
backe offiftcene oz fixtene Pa bn J will beſtowe 
your 


much beholding to var cutteſis- 


- . eontrouerlie againſt the ſeauen ſtarres, In his attire, he is 


The Diſcoue as of he 
Four dluner on por, and ,wHy then we wall be too 
qd, Goodcoll) but ſeeing 
vou haue ſo god a minde to heare of theſe matters , 3 will 
pꝛot ede in my ficlt purpoſe. 
There is a molt bꝛaue fellow but very acl tr ept into 
this erewe,and his name is N. wcllknofvnc,one thatiokes 
very high, and at euery wozd caſfeth his eye aboue Powles 
ſteeple, as if he would quarrell with the Mone, sꝛ had ſome 


ncat and fine, and in his ſpech ſtately, with a long piccade⸗ 
_ uantfatter the French cut, and of aſcoznefull countenance, 


am woen he comes into — hall, he bends his bzowes, 


as if he would beare dowae the Kinges Beach barre with 
1s lv3es, Me acqu nntance with the man is but ſmall, fo: 
was neuer in his company but once, and that was at the 
Gings head in FletTreote, at what time being (as it was 
_ ſuppoſed) in his hollp-day apparell, which was after the maͤ⸗ 


ner of aDarchauat, hx ſemed to (cozne that a pDze man 


dot huuſelle to follow this hon 


howſozuer he dealesinthe perfozmance thereof, Nowe fir, 


_ Gould ſpeake to him, 
Allo at tte ſame time as 3 wel remember P. the go den fe⸗ 
thered bird was with hun, very bz aue, with a faire cloake of 
ſome what a gray colour on his backe, the whieh (as it was 
tolde me) N had lent him fo2 that day, hauing bin as it ſæ⸗ 
med aboat their common p2ofite that mozning : and thcſe 
two as Ahaue heard, haue iopned théſelues together in ma⸗ 
ny adions. There is alſo a rncw come fellow, whole 
name is S. he dwelt ſometime about London bzidge, 4nawe. 
is gotten into Houndlditch to dwell, who ſeming tobe a vc- 
ry ſarly pꝛoud companion, 2 falling at ftrife with his trade, 
cane his occupation a paſpozt,togct anew malter, and bc- 
eſt fellowſhip, and doth alto 
take vpon him ta doe many making both of his a⸗ 
lualitie and of the effzaiug of many matters huge bzagges, 


| n of this ae weoms ee abe Wr, is 


to pay the ſhot, whereupon one of them after another crept 


— 


3 Kn ightes of the Pofte.. 


as woꝛthy to bs noted as the reſt, whoſe name and nature 3 


may well agree, 


His called . and you knowe boaffes of his name are 
great bloudſuckers,andit is fo bc feared;he will be as great - 
blond ſucke r, if in time se 


a purſſe⸗lutker, as the wolte is a 
be not pzeuented, 1 5 
And it came to paſſe that this . not long ſince , + S. & N. 


being befoze ſwoꝛne bꝛethꝛen, and great companions toge⸗ 


ther, on a time they with ſome other of the ſame ſect, after 


their buſineſſe at the hall in the mozning was ended, findin 


a g 
their guts chyme twelue a clocke in their bellies, went all 


together fe dinner in Weſtminſter : where they fedde ſo 
heartily, and dzuncke ſo hard, that S. after dinner (while 
the others were buſie in talking) fell afleepe, which when 
the reſt percriued, like moſt honeſt men of their pzoicfion, 
conſulted among themſeiues, to teale awap, and leaue him 


oat of the rome, and came tothe god man, ſaping, Sir we 
haue gathered our reckoning, andlefte our moncy with on 


calleth vs hence, oz elſe we woulde be loath to leaue him be⸗ 


hind vs, and therefoze we p2ay poutake care of him, that 


no man doe offer him any w2ong.' - 


their appareil, andnoting 


ewh, them by their countenance to be 
crcull Cittizens, 


Uery well Gentlemen, J doubt not my payment, and 


doubt you not but J will haue gam regard fo the gentieman 


aboue : let him taketzis reit on Gods bleCing : weil, God be 
with you, fr qd. they: you are heartily welcome ſaide the 
Untner : nowe fir 


Dꝛawer, 


— 


F 


friend aboue, who becauſe h was vp this mo2ning ſome⸗ 
what early, b2eaking his ozdinarie houre, is purpoſed ta 
take a nappe befoze he goe⸗ and as ſone as he wakes he will 
pap vou: fo2 our 'owne partes we haut earneſt buſines that 


The god man dærming their abillitic to be auſwerable to 


with his cappe in his hande very mannerly, 
made this replie, | 


: ne within ſome' quarter of an houre after, 
S. awaking outof llerpe, andſ&ing his companions to be 


gone, maruciled mach thcreat, whercfoze he calling the 


to. who aſketh him pzeſently if he were not payd 
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Dꝛawer, pꝛeſently anſwercd wit a ſhzill voyce,anon,anon 
- fir, when the Dzawer came to him, be demaundedif all his 
companie were gone out of the houſe, yesmarry ſir, ſaid he, 
a aquarter ot an houre agoe, and moze, what churles were 
they (quoth he) to goe and leaue me here, but ſeeing it is ſs, 
takt vp thy plate good Dꝛawer, and with that he ſtept out 
of the rome, nay ſoft ir (quoth the Dꝛawer) J hope you will 
pax the reconing ere you parte, haue not they payd (quoth 
S. not ane penny, ſir laid the Dꝛa wer, then laid S. with a 
pale countenance, why tell me what is to pay, vnder ten 
thillings ſomewhat fir anſwered the dzawer, with that D. 
bent his bzowes and fetcht his ffations vp and downe the 
rome, with ſuch furious Jeſturs as if he had biene playing 
Tamberlane on a ſtage: Dꝛawer (quoth he) thoumult 
not thinke ts make a pounger bzother of me, Iknowemy 
friendes would not ſerus me thus fo2 twenty pound, J pꝛav 
thes goe call thy maiſter, the fe llow runnes downe and tells 
bis maiſter how the caſe ſt@d,the godman incontinent goes 
ſhot: 
no verely, (awd the gedman, your friendes tolde we their 
parting. that they had gathered the retoning and gtuen vou 
the mony to pay: and haue they ſerued me lo (quoth H.) wel, 
heere is pour mony, but J will — her de how I fleepe after 
dinner againe: A mall matter fir (quoth the godman foꝛ one 
friend to ieſt with another. And ſo they departed, but this 
bꝛed no litle bꝛable betwixt and N. when they met. Cer⸗ 
tainely 4 could not blame . to be offended (quoth Freeman) 
to be ſo dnconſtionably vſcd by his companions, in a ſtrange 
plate, but no daubt they papd him againe, that is hard to ſay 
(qd, G, foz ſome of them deale in paying their debtes. like 
the Plannet Saturne, that finiſhes his courſe but once m 3, 


veeres,and they poſſible onceinth:e lines, 


Nowe ſir there is thꝛer 02 4. more, that are newly come 
in, whoſe names J haue heard, but J know not the men, the 
: one of them is called by the name of the higheſt weapon that 
tt caried en of * after a woꝛd ö third H. — 


Knights of the Poſte, 


the fourth mans name J cannot remember, and alaſſe,they 
are no perſons of any great reconing,but ſuch as ſhift it out 
with others, who line Robin Pypers ſpaniell, runnes away 
when they are calde, ifthey ſpie but one of the Parſhales 
men in ſight. Twentie moze of ſuch fellowes could J name, 

if that leaſure would ſerue me, and as J haue rehearft their 
names, ſo conld I thewe you manie of their actions , what 
wylie and cunning pzankcs they play, which would make 
vou wonder to heare it, and me wearie to tell it, but now J 
perceiue we are come to Andouer,e therefoze leauing theſes 


matters, we will bethinke vs where we may pꝛouide fo2 


our dinners, ſir J ſhall tell you quicklie(quoth J:) the ſigne 
of the Pie is a verie god houſe foz fatemen, oz at the figne 
of the thzee Parryners, at anis of thole two houſes we ſhall 
be verie well vſed, wheres we may haue any thing that wer 
will call faz, and verie reſonable : At the ſigne of the Pye 
then let it be(quoth Free.) and there my maiſters we will be 
merrie, where J will ſpend an Engliſh Crowne vpon you, 
and although J am loath, vet then J will leaue you Mai⸗ 
ſter Free. I thanke vou (quoth Good.) and if it pleaſe God 


J liue, I will reqmte this kindenes and with p we twke in 


the houſe ouer our heades, and ſo calling ſoꝛ meat, te dinner 
we went, where when we had wel vicualed our ſelues, G. 

Free. would nerdes haue a pottie of wine ſent foz, , to maks 
it reliſh the better, the godman ofthe houſe being a notable 
ged companion, gaue vs a pete of ſuger, and ſo ſat towne w 
vs, and by that time we had dzunke our wine, beeing well 
whitled with ſtrong Ale befoze, of the godwiues owne bꝛe⸗ 
wing, we began all of vs to be verie pleaſant, my Moaſt of 
Andouer ſeeing ds grow ina god humour,afkt vs how tar 
we would goe that night, marie by the helpe of God to Halſ⸗ 
berre (ſaid J) + we are ſoꝛry that this our friend mult leaue 
vs here, Nay (quoth Free.) A will heare the tale out firſt, 
fo2 all the beſt is behinde, in trueth that cannot bee (qv. G.) 
'foz the cirtomſtante is to long to be tolde iu a ſhoꝛt time, 4 
as gad neuer a whit 7 not ended; fo; if it pleaſe 
3 Gos 
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God at @elifirie wo will lie this night. Chat is a plate J. 
was neuer in queth Fram with that the eet man et the 
houſe began to temmend the helefcrrc e pleaſantfituacion 
ot tyat Cittie: hewing allo that out of the head ol one ſpzing 
the water ran thꝛzeugh every Crete in the ſamecittie, and 
I wil tell vou what Gentlemen ad. he) vou ſaꝝ 5̊ veu were 
neuer there: but if vou pleaſe to gce tbit her, there ycu ſhalt 
ſe the faireſt Cathedꝛall Church (fo the bignes) that is in 
Englande, the firft ſtone whercok, King Iobhn w his ewne 
hand did lay. and there is about the ſame church as many 
chappels as there is moneths inthe pere, as many dozrs 2g 
there are werkes in d yoare, and as many windowes as 
there are days, and as Many pilters as there are howers in 
the peare, J haue bene in many cuntrepsquoth Frecman but 
of ſuch a church did J neuer deere, well it is true ad. our hott, 
and it is but fiftetne nules hence, and therefoze ſeeing vou 
neuer ſawe it, i Þ were as you, J would ſeit, wel Soodcoll 
guoth Freeman, were it but to heare cut thy tale, 4 will goe 
to Sals buric, ſoꝛ if the wozlt cem to the woꝛſt, it is but the 
hiring cf a hacknep to ryde to lõdon andts tome time Jno- 
nahe to the receiuing of my monepe, well my maſtcrs qd, 


he, there is accozding to my pzomile, a crown towardes the 


mot, + if it come to moꝛe, vou ſhall pay it betwen von fo; me, 
weil (ir quoth , Fowlocuer it goes, yeu tome fill to your 
coſte: and ſo our ſhott being payd, we let towartes Sallberie, 
biding der god hoaſt farwell: now frind ( oodcoll ytu maye 
think e hat à loue tales well, that go ſo many miles out er 
my waye to here one, but it is ng matcr, my mind to mic is a 
moncrkey, tyzercfoze nowe ſeeing wee are on warde of cur 
waic, let vs begile the time with talke, and dziuc ont wearts 
nc: with the reſidue of the diſceurſe, nowe quoth Goodeol, 
peu ſhall here me diſcouer p vilde pꝛactices oftheſc bad peo» 
ple, wherby they daylie abuſe the graue Judges of the land, 
ber maꝛollies high commiſſioners, and the Juſtices ofthe 

prate, cſpc tially theſe ſcꝛ Lond. g31dlf., n. ant Sur. with p 
ſhircs next aTopning , Stewardes of Courtes, and _ 

| other, 


Knights of the Poſte, 
other, both Hanozahle e waz{hipfal: deceiuing lixʒewiſe ma 
ny po2e nien, by their moſt vilde t le wde pzaciſes ; foꝛ no 
they (as ſame of them can bꝛag of) haue by p continuall p2a- 
iſe thereof, made their trade ofbaileing , better by nue C. 
pc'-2des a rere, then heretofozeit hath ine. Wherevpoi 
Freem, demanded how that conide be: J will tell you fir dd. 
Godcole; They are growen now as I ſay, tu baile men be- 
foze her Þ. high Cauuniſſionert foz cauſes &ctleũaſticall: 
But if ther mla ie be once found cut inp place, they will 
he made to curſe the day of their Natiuitie: that euer they 
fir began to take theſe lewd courſes in hand. It ſameth 
then (qd. Free.) that they haue pzettye fine wits, that theꝝ 
can eſcaps a wap ſo cleanly in their matters, t ncucr be ta- 
ken tardie: Albeit (9. be; that their long pꝛadiſe in theſe 
thinges, hane made them as ſubtile as Serpents: vet now 
and then they ace taken in their villanie, but that is verie 
(cidome; perhaps once in ſeauen pres. £ 
And now ür, A will ſhew veu how that not long ſince, 3 
pena know 784 well, 52 clapt by the heeles — 
Clinke, foz bailing (as I ſnpoſe) a Papiſt befe2e the high 

Commiſſioners: whoas (cone as he had goten his libertic, 
got himſelfe away, (as haue heard) couldnot be founde 
as vet. what do they pzeſume ſo audaciouſly to baile pa pꝛſts 
tooguath Fremanrycs verily: They wil not ſticke to iter 
 epther Bandoz baile foz any man ; will giue them moncp. 
- . - Andwhaf will not tyey do: if they may be well requited 
fo2 theix paines? But lay ſhey, there we ſyall neuer he put 


ioo cur othes whichis a god helpe vnto bs. Aud thus haue 


o 


thty all the ſhiftcs @ deuiſes that may be deuiſct to help tht⸗ 
ſelues: But now they are growen moze cirtumipca in their 
Nahnges, then they were woonte to he. In what ſo:t qu. 
Ars They han nem tahen this 0zder among? them, that 
ey will be (areto came befcze ont J. but once in a terme, 
gcaiiſe they will nat tc noted in y Mateſtrats cics, ſo that 
the graue Paieſtrates are not any way able to pꝛeuent it, 
Ears of the multitudes of pcople þ come be ſoe them: 
| that when any Rn. or d poſt cons befozeany Sa. ageing, 


uelties breedes moſt delight. It is ſo, 3 : 
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he hath as cleane foꝛgot his countenance, as the man be ne- 
uer ſawe befo2e : if it be ſo, quoth Freeman, that they co 
befoze a J. but onceina terme, their gettings muft nerdes 
be ſmall, and J maruell how they tan line of it, whereunto 
Goodcoll anſwered, that as they liue badde inough , ſo bey 
liue poꝛe inough, foztune feeding the, as VMoſſe did his mare, 

thꝛough a hurdle, which made him take her ſo lonẽ napping. 
And thꝛough wante of meate many times they walke out 
their dinner in Duke Humfrey his Allie, oꝛ elſe fetch a Neepe 
vnder a pillar in Powles,onely to beguile bunger- And al- 
though they make manyother ſhiftes to get money by, vet 
none of them dies rich men. And now J will che w ycu how 
by a nc we deniſe which ther haue gotten, they get many a 
crowne. J pzay vou let me heare that (ad. Freeman) fo; no- 


know, that Newgate being a pꝛiſon foꝛ all kind of fellc 
and other mallefagozs, it is mpegs repleniſhed with | = 


pulacic and great number of ' 
bout the cific of London : which king 
into, and imelling out what great p2ofite might be gotten 
by them, ſought meanes to come acquainted with certaine 
cutpurſſes and other pilferung tompanions, ſuch inde de, as 
can not foꝛbeare once in à quarter at the leaſt, to weare a 
paire of ſhackels in Newgate : and ſe their god foztune, 
it was their chaunce tobe in company vpon a time, where 
onc of cutpurſſe hall made great mone fo2 a friende of his 
that was clapt vp vpon ſuſpition, a pꝛoper youth ad hee and 
of god parentage, t falling in 14 company , was appꝛe- 
hended with the reſt as a partner oi their pꝛaciſes : and yet 
7 may lay to vou, the pouth1s well knowne to diuers woz- 
thic Taptaines, fo2 a pꝛoper fellow, and anerceflent D2um- | 
mer, and ſuch an one as hath ſerued her Paieſtie both in 
France and I landers, pet to ſee his hard de ſrinie, he is now be- 
tome after all his credite gotten in the fielde, to ſuffer ſhame 


22 | his dwne Countrie: and J 6 vou J keare pra 
n herd 
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| | | Kaightes of the Poſte, 
hardly eſcape death, Alas pwze fellow,qd.the knight of the 
poſte, bath he no friendes in the Citie that will doe ſomewhat 
foz him, andbayle him foꝛth till the @efſions tome: he hath 


many friendes qd the other, but he is aſhamed to mat the 


matter knowne ts them, fearing it ſhoulde come to his pa- 
rentes earcs :. which he would not foz an hundred pounds, 
What qd. the K hath he any thing ts helpe himſelfe withal⸗ 
In troth qv. the other, he hath (mall ſtoꝛe of money, but he 


hath god thinges to make money of, UWlhy what would he 


giue qv.they , to ſuch as would pꝛocure his libertie and ſet 
him out of danger, mary qd, the other he would giue foure 
Angels withal his heart, in troth ad. they fo2 fire Angels, we 
will fox vour ſake finde meanes to fetch him fozth:and put in 


god fufficient men to be ſureties foz his apparice at the nert 
alliſes, but wee will haue our money readie to bee paid: but 


wil not receine one penny befoze we haue done it, you ſpeak 


like honeſt men qd. the other: J will thus much p:eſume, 


though without my frieudes knowledge,that yon ſhall haye 
fire Angels oz thzee poundes in white money, ſo ſone as it 


is done: therefoze'J wou'd wiſh you goe about it ſtraight: 


and becauſe J know, you cannot trot about without expen⸗ 
ces, there is fo2 a pottle of wine, and with that he thzoweth 
them do wne a ſhilling: deſiring them to tell him where bee 
ſhould mate them at euening oz in the mo2ning : the place 


being appointed, e themſelues with all circumſtances pze- 
pared, dreſſing themſelues very handſomly,to a J. they go, 


ik he chaunce not to be within, then they trudge to ansther, 
and doe not reſt till they ſpeake with one oz other. And thus 
with a very graue lake, and duetifull obedience they begin 


to ſpeake in this ſozt, We are come to intreat your god 
Woeozlhip fo; a pe young man that is in pꝛiſon, one that is 


come of very honeft parents though he be farre from them, 
who by mere chaunce, lighting in company of ſome le ode 
perſons, was with them committed to Newgate, where the 
poꝛe young man, hauing beene tenderly bꝛought vp.thzough 

the weakeneſſe of his owne _— andthe noyſome __ 


— — 
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| of the plate where he not is, findeth himſelfe verie ill „we 
allſure your Wozſhip, that we fearc if he remaine their any 
longer, that it will be his death, wherefoze wemoſt humbly 
intreat pour Wozſhip,that he may be bayledfoorth , vou 
ſhall haue ſufficrent Citizens and god Subſedie men to ber 
vbonnd foz his apparance at the next ſiſſes, to anſivere what 
ſioener can be laid againſt him. The god Juſtice noting 
their ſpeech, and ther their perſons, makes this 
- anſwere,ifhis fac be na woꝛſe then vou ſpeake of, and you 
_  ſemehoncl>t men that would not repozt an 
contented to take baile,ſo you bzing me good ẽ 
 fies:4 if it hall pleaſe your god Wozſhip (quoth they) wer 
will be the men our ſelves, J aſſure youſir, we are ſubſedie 
men both of vs, and our dwelling is in ſuch a „ 
that they pꝛoteſt that they were ſeſſed at flue 
Nueenes bokes,the laſt ſubſedie, whereuponthe 
s his Clarke to take theirbondcs: Ind by the meanes of 
e notable Cutpurſis comming out of Fewegate, 
ny is ſtraight paide, and then to the Tauarne they 
pleaſant as Popingaies, where they dꝛinke and tar 
_ © rilie,gining them much thanks fo this their gre 
teſie and euer after, when they oꝛ any other of their ſocicty, 
doe chance to mete with theſe ould ſhauers, they care not 
what they ſpend vpon them, ſpꝛeading their fams amonge 
All their familiars, whereby it is come to paſſe, that they 
art as well knowne among theſe companions, as tho 
tle boyes are with the bathes . who yo will caſt ther 
downe a great heigh,naked into the water and 
ny in the botteme. So that now there is great lam 
grolone betwirt them, that if any} Cutpulſſc. be clapt vp, 
fo2 vſing his knife and his hozne, they ſtraight ſend woꝛde 
to theſe their aſſured friendes, who whether it ey haue mo» 
ny 02 no, will pꝛocure their deliuerte being tontented that 
the next bung the Cutparſſe: nyppes, hall ſerue |fo2 his re⸗ 
tompente. Foz theſe honeſt men doe conſider that their 
-Layingin yziſonis no sen them, but by bythe ge 


Knights of the Poſte. 


ſlhexy are aſured that they will get mony IAnough both ts 
defraye charges and to recompence them fo2 their paines. 
luhy then quoth Freen:an it ſemes by your ſpeches, y the 


knights ofthe poſt and the cutpurſſcs w al ſuch other lea wd 
companions are confcdcrated together foz J perceſue the 


cutpurſſe is ſo kinde, that if he haue it, the knights ſhall not 
wantit: no J aſſure you (qd, G.) foz both thoſe Scas are 
growne into one leage of friendſhip, hauing lwoꝛnt as ned. 
tc quircth, one god fellowe to helpe another, and in his ad ⸗ 
uerũtie, ns moꝛe to fozſake him, then in his pzoſpcritic; dee 


all the knights of the poſt vſe this pꝛactice (qd, Frce.:) G. 


anſwered, no not all, but ſome of them, eſpecially thoſe of 
the midling oz lateft ſozte, what is there ſuch diucrſitice of 
them, pea to many(laid(;.) who goe. about as fiſhwiues 


carrie Dpſters, new and ſtale; Rut J pzay you tell mec (ad. 


F.) what thift doe they make, when theſe perſons foz hem 


they are bound doe not appicre, at the next Seſſions oz Gail 


_ deliuerie? You ſhall vnderffand(qd, G. that the N. do know 
And are verelie perſwaded, as a thing wherein they are well 


experienced, that there is no doubt of that matter, ſoꝛ thoſe 


fellowes falling to their oulde trade againe (becauſe they 


are ſo growndcd in filching, cannot otherwiſe betake them⸗ 


ſelues to any vertuous labour it is vnpoſſible, but they will 
be apꝛehended, ſoꝛ one vilde fac oz other, be fee the Seſſi⸗ 


ons ſo that he will be focrth comming ſure vnough, wher⸗ 
pp their enn ſaued. And it is to be noted that ſo long 


as ther Tan bound ſaꝛ any of them, they wil net baile them 


out againe, but ſaffer the law cither to ſet them at libertie, 
oꝛ ſfd tht᷑ to the gallowes, ſoꝛ they are as careſul in this caſe, 
us f hangmã is, to tye the halter faſt, ſo that there can come 


no danger to tbem in the woꝛld. Then J perteiue: (nd. F.) 


b if a mã, oꝛ a womũ, comit neuer ſo haindus ottẽ̃ce, except in 
caſes ot treaſon, murder ſucbh like, he may be baylcd out of 


p2iſon at any time if be haue acquaintance wity any cf 


theſe fellowes, and haue ſloꝛe of mene ve to helpe himſeiſe 
withall, yea verelie (ſaid Cœod.) x they dee not enclp baile 
D 2, | | me 


1 bigher courtes, becauſe the courſes of law there „c 


they ſhould be taken and clapt by the hertes fo2 ſon 


not retuſed when they come befoze the 
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| men out of Newogate, but out of the Parchalſea, 
Lvon, the Gatehouſe at Meſtminſter, Finſherie 
wozth pꝛiſon, and ont of the counter in / South f 
Some they doe (laid G.) but not many, fo2 intheſe Cour 
they dare not aduenture in caſes of debt, ſo bouldlie as i 


great deale ſoner foz trialls, then in the reſt. where p an ex⸗ 
e cution comes vpon their backes, befoze they loke foz it. 
T ghen Jperceiue (quoth F.) fo; all their haſte they re ouer⸗ 
taken ſometimes, Why you mult thinke , it is v 
(ſaid G. they doingſomany matters continually) but that 
ofthem. 


Now J pꝛap you G. tell me where doe all theſe knightes of 
the poſt dwell and inhabit, are they all Londoners| ? no not 
the tenth man gd. G.) ſoz ſome of them dwell at Redding, 
ſome at Ware, ſome at Colebꝛoke, ſome at @taines, ſome _ 

at S. Albones,ſome at Hartfoꝛd, ſome further of,and ſome 
neerer hand: Zhen (ſaid F.) it is great maruill that they are 
Paieftrate.ſ&ing their 

dwellings are ſo farre of, why J tould you (quoth G) that 
they neuer giue true notice either ol their names 02 dwelling 
plate, aad that they will knowe befoze hand, befoze what 
Judge they mult goe, and alſo what danger there is in the 
cauſe, befoꝛe ſuch tune, as they will enter into the matter, 
being as feareſull to be taken tardie, as the whelp is to lapp 
bote po2 age. 
Brut is it poſlible (quoth F. ) that theſe men, wat are ſo 
redy to foꝛſweare themlelues, wil be truſtie in their dealin as 


tothem that pnt them in truſt:nay (quoth G.) J may tell you, 


ſome of them vſe theſc ſhiftes, when they haue liftle othcr 
buiſenes to goe from pꝛiſon to pꝛiſon, and pꝛomiſe pooꝛe men 
to wozke wonders foz them, but they will not ſtur their fake 
without ſome mony in hand, and when they haue once fin- 
gerd it, they neither doe the parties god, noꝛ paraduenture 
neuer come to him againe, whereby he loſes thc thing es at 


one time, his god hope, - mone; and his name. This was 
1 no 


Knights ol the poſte. 


ho ſoner ſpoken, but a fat⸗poſte of Plimmouth guertoke thi, | 
tladde in a flannel! waſtcoat,and a linnen paire of bz«ches, 
with a Spaniardes hat on his head, that ſate vpon his pate 
like the bottome of a pipkin. God ſpede my ma ſters qd, he: 
how farre trauell you to night: euen to Salisburie ſaid they, 
Truſt me ſaid the ft · poſte, J gueſt as much by your ſofte 
going, and there likewiſe will J take vp my lodging. Came 
vou from London qv-they: Ves marry laidthe Poſte, 4 b:oke 
my faſte there yeſterday mozning What is the beſt newes 
there? Ucry god newes ſaid the Poſte : Carriage is become 
lo cheape, that a man may ride fo nothing. That inderd is 
god newes quoth Goodcoll fo2 wearied men, is it note Yes 
marry ſaid Freeman, fo2 ſuch —_ —— I} 
nothing. It may in god time oſte: p? what 
dolt thou meane by that ſaith 5 That may be an⸗ 
ſwered ſone at ſupper,anſwered the other, if vou like to lodg 
at my hoaſts hoaſe : where is that quoth they ? In Saluburie 
ut the ſigne of the Griffin ſaith he: where you ſhall bee well 
bſed foz your money.: i it is the firſt Inne that we ſhall come 
to in the Citie. Goodcoll anſwered : We deſire but god v⸗ 
ſage foꝛ our money and god lodging. Then meane not I to 
ſuppe with you quoth the poſte: No: why ſo ſaide they? be- 
cauſe you requeſt, but god vſage faz our money and god lods 
ging: but J muſt haue meate fo my ſtomacke. There pou 
were euen with me indeed ſaith. Freeman: the poſts replied; 
not ſo: fo2 Jam lower then you by the head: then vau reckon 
not the height of your hoznes quoth-Goodcol),. Che poſte 
ſeing himſelfe matcht: turnd his (pech to other pur pole and 
ſo thex poſte an their way to dalisburie: aud to the ligne of the 
Griffin they goe : where the tot · poſte as one beſt acquain- 
ted: entered in firſt and called the god man of the houſe,: wi⸗ 
ſhing they might hque ſomewhat to ſupper. Loke what they 
cald fo2 they had: and the gadman ſate downe with them to: 
company and bad them all heartily welcome: ſo with many 
pleaſant ſpœches they paſt their ſupper time, At length gad. 
the godman: What newes ( Gentlemen) at London, 
D, 3 Bee: tainle — 
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Certalnely ſaid Freeman fo2 our owne partes we knobe 
none: but J remember this light-foted ladde tolde vs by the 
way that he would ſhewe vs ſome”: and referred the whole 


. Honetil! the time of our ſapper : which now being ended he 
may p2ocecde to the matter when he pleaſcth. | 


J haue nothing to ſay but this quot i the poſte: that in Lon - 
don beefe is indifferent god cheape but mutton is deare ; fo 
the market is foꝛt ſtald greatly by the two takers of London 


who fetch all the faireſt muttons out of common paſtures 


and pennes them vp to other purpoſes : by the maſſe thou 
art a knaue ad. the godman : O iny hoaſt ſaith the other, 
there is ſuch a lamentation made in Venus tourt, as the like 
hath not bene heard of long time: pꝛetty wenches goe la. 
faſt to Bride ell as it paſſeth : lome in their taffaty gownes: 


3 ſome in their waſt-coates all eucrw;ovght with blacka 
woꝛkc. And poꝛe ſoules they weepe not ſo ſoꝛe, but the bea ⸗ 


dles of Bride weil laughe as kaſt: foz now their gaincs cõ⸗ 
meth in out of all trie. Cuſh qd. Goodcoll they haue gone a 
great while on the ſcoꝛe and now poſſible they are cald to a 
reckoning : and great reaſon they ſheulde make paiment: 

Nay by the malle they are paid qd. the poſte : woulde not 
be ſo paid fo2 an hundꝛed pound But vou toſde ! vs of ano⸗ 
ther matter ſaid Free min as we came ouer the Playne: and 
ts as plaine a matter as the Plaine of Salisburie ſaide the 


poſte. Then ſald his heaft:UAhat was it? Parry ijd. he one 
there was of ſo kinde a nature, thar hee woulde ſuffer any 


In requi⸗ 


god fellow to lie with his wife that lackt a wife: 
tall whereof my Loꝛd Dato; of L. lent him a Cart to ride in 


foꝛ nothing: and betauſe the Cuckold was rich: no hoznes 


would ſerue his turne but golden heznrs: and bearing him⸗ 
ſelfe ſomewhat bꝛagge of my Lo2ds pꝛeferment: the p2oud | 


fmle got on his hollyday cappe vpon a wosking day;whereby 
ceuery boy perceiued his aſſes eares ; and inthis ſozt he rode 


vp and downs the Citie till the people dꝛoue him away by 


Ainging of vy2t at him, 


and as he went one way I came another with pr 
|| zee 
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Knights of the Poſte; 


and J will giue it you againe 
in an Jn, foꝛ Zapſters and 
wayes the honeſteſt men. But come my hoaſt (ſaith Fr.) 


poſe to bzing you certaine newes 2f this matter, oz 
ſuch goulden hoznes as he woze, did J neuer ſein 
my life. And now mp hoaſt, tell vs what we haue to 
pap, then ſaid Freeman to G. de you lap downe mony foz me, | 
Jlone not to ſhe we my gould 
Bäklers (they ſay) are not al⸗ 


A was neuer in this Cittie befoze, and J would deſire you, 


to take the paines to goe with theſe my friends, mp ſelfe, 
to vie we the ltreetes,+ to ſec the minſter, fo2 J haue heard 


great commendation of it, ſir (quoth the godman) J am 


content to walke with pou, and to ſhewe you the minſter, oz 


to doe pou any other fauour, that q may: ſo when Free, and 
his two friendes, with their hoaſt, had taken their pleaſure 


in walking vp and downe the Cittie, he would nerds to re⸗ 
quite his hoaſtes courteſie, giue him a quart of wine at the 


Grayhounde, which beeing as willingly accepted „ ag it 
was kindelie offerd, into the Tauarne they went , where 


they made their quart a pottle; Now the fote-poſt vnderſtan 
ding where thcy were, thought he would goe to catch acup | 
of wine among them, and comming merely in, euen as thek 


were paying the ſhot, afkt if they lackt companie, no but 


we lacke wine ( quoth F.) the wozſe lucke fo2 me, ſaid the 
poſt, J would J had bene moꝛe fozward in comming hi⸗ 
ther, oz vou leſſe haſtie in dzinking the wine, wilt thou not 
dine vs a pint, ſaith his hoaſt, ves marrie will J, anſwercd 
the other, and with that he calles the Dzawer , ſaying; 
bꝛing vs hither a pint: what (hall it be ir, faire water (gd. 
the poſt) with that the x all laught, ſaying: he would be at 
coſte well anſwered Freeman J will giue this mery fellowe 
a quarte of wineof wine, foz huis god companye to 


day , I thanke you, ir ſaith the fete poſte, and with that 


at downe among them, where what with one merrie Jeſt | 
oꝛ another, wine was called foz in luftelie, At what tinie 


u the middeſt of their Cuppes, P. Freeman ſwoze hee 


Wer 


/ 


- accuſtumed talke:and amongſt many other thing 


. one queſtion pclterday:4 indeede the kot⸗ BN did bzcake off 
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would goe fo Plimmouth with them fote by fote, ſo when. 
the reckoning tame to be patd;he requeſted C oodcoll again, 
accoꝛding to his accuſt emed oꝛder, to lay downe money foi 
him: by the malle qv. Goodcoll, what with our ſupper and 
this ſhotte, J haue but one groat left of my tenne ſhillings, 
foz it is no reaſon my hoaſt ſhould pay any thing at all, oz 

this my friend either,and as fo2 the fot-poſte, you pꝛomiled 
him to giue him a quart of wine: That is very true quoth 
Freeman, pay all Goodcoll at this time, and in faith fo; that 
odde groat which remaines, we will haue a freche pinte ol 
ſacke. Now when that was dꝛuncke, they went all to their 


lodging. | 
In the moꝛning the fot-poſt was ſwneſt vp: 150 calling 
to the reſt of his c :aſkt it they were almoſt ready 


to walke: but Free nan had dzunke ſo hard ouer night that he 
had no liſte to rife ſo timely in the mozning : 4 as ſoꝛ C ood- 


col his money was all gone and ſpent: therefoꝛe he woulde 


not goe befoꝛe his god friend Freeman: foꝛ my owne part J 
woulde faine haue gone along with the fot-poſte : but that 
Goodcoll did earneſtlyintreat me tothe contrary : where⸗ 
upon J ſtapd: t at length Freeman riſing he called ſtraight 
fo: ſomething to hzeakefaſt which was ſone p2epared ( foz 
he was ſtill the Gentleman) ſo hauing ſomething refreſht 
our ſelues we roſe from the bod: pay Goodcoll qd. Freeman 
lay out foꝛ me: A tan lay out no moꝛe quoth*Goodcoll but 
all : then Freeman willed mer to lay downe fo2 them both, 
which J did: and ſo taking our leaue of our hoaſt, wee (cf 
fo2ward on our tourney toward Shakesbury, | 
Whereupon trauailing by the way, we fell ing var — 
7000. 
coll there told vs that the K n.of the poſte were marueilous 
god companions when they had ſtoꝛe of money : and howe 
commonly they would be ſure alwapes to haue money be- 


koꝛe hand of him that ſhould vſe the though they did nothing. 


Then ſaid! reeman fo Goodcoll J had foꝛ got to aſke you 
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our talke, dꝛ elſe 3 had done it. 

I p2ap youtell me, where are any of theſe un. of t the poſt 
at any time to be founde; if p a man ſhoulde happen to haue 
nere ol them? Truly, I aſſure pou (quoth Gedcole) if it be 
in the tearme time, vou map haue them meſt commonly in 
Fletftreete, about S. In, oꝛ elfe about Ch. lane: oz elſe in 
ſome of the pudding-pie houſes at Meſtminſter, oz elſe at 
the thꝛer legges there, and at one of theſe plates (J ſap) von 
ſhall be ſure neuer to miſſe of ſome of them themſelues, o2 
elſe of ſome of their parte-takers that are the p2ocurers of 
them. But if it be out of tearme time: you ſhall haue them 
commonly, once 02 twice a dap, walking in D. Vumfreys 
Alley in Powles, oꝛ at the Lion on the backe-ſide of © Ni: 
chollas hambles, oz at the Roſe in Pannier alley, oz at - 
Dolphin in the end of Carter lane: aud ſometimes at the 
Wholi-ſacke in the ſame lane: and there lye cruſhing of p 
two-penny Ale-pot halfe a day together: but if you do miſſe 
(as donbtles vou cannot) to finde any of the in;ſeme of thoſe 
places: pct there is a Bell (but in what place it may hang 
I know not) that if it be toulled, o2 at leaſt-wiſe Rong out, 
it will with the ſounde thereof, cauſe an hundꝛed of them to 


miete together, win th:& houres, to ſerue any mans turne 


that hath neede. And J dare warrant you pPephoſtophilus 
neuer haunted D. Fauſtus moꝛe, thentheſe fellowes doe 
thoſe plates: where they conſume their time, ſpend away 
all their thꝛifte. But what doe they take ozdinarilie qd. Fr, 
fo; baileingofa man? All after as p matter is (qd. Godc.) 
ſometimes moze, and ſometimes lefle, as they can make 
their bargaine. 
But as Jhaneheard (quoth Fr.) that there are another 
ſoꝛt of An. of the poſte, that will beare falſe witnes in anp 
mans behalte that will hire them,ſuch as tame toſwearea- 
gainſt Chꝛiſt, whoſe Olozie is their ſhame: And albeit ſome 
of thei do make aſhew of Chꝛiſtianitie: yet are they veide 
of all feare of God, and of no religion at all: but let vs ſaide 
G. leaue of ſpeaking any furder ofthem at this time: and 
at my —_— backe from Ses I will make a great num 

2 E 3 


The Diſcoucric of the | 


ver of them be manife ftiy knownc to the wo: Id. With that 
XI that ali this while tent earneſt carcto their talke, caſte 
fozth my verdice thus: it ſemeth (qd J) B Godco. that 
you # M. Fr. haue bine much conucrſantw 


theſe fellowes 


| becauſe you know their names ſo well, g can open all theſe 


matters ſo perfectly; J was conuerſant with them ſo long 


ſaide Cod. that it _— my confcience ſoꝛe to ſeæ their 


dealinges: and grieued my heart to be any longer in their 
company: fo did it mine ſaide Fr. and with that, there was 


other fotcmen that oucrtextic vs, which cauſed vs to bzeake 


of our talke,but Gadcale vowed deeply,y if euer it were his 
god foꝛtunc to come from the ſca againe: not only to double 
what he hath (poten, but alſo to be a ſcourge fo2 cuer to all 
ach diſceitfull perſons ; and ſokeping company with the 


reſt þ ouer tote vs, we dꝛoue out our time till we came ta 


Shaſtsburie, where B. Frerman tauſed me ta lay out mon 
againe foꝛ them both, ſaying he woulde change two oz thece 


peeces of golde at Exceter t pay me all againe: but when we 


came there, e that had laide out all my money at his re- 


but was faine to ſell his cloake foꝛ very neede: where vppon 
7 was a little moued, to ſce my ſelfe thus ſeradin a ſtrange 
place,q aſked him it he were not aſhamed to come ſo far to 
| hearea tale, e to ſpend all his money to: and Gwdc, on þ o⸗ 
ther fide, was as blanke as my lelfe: in troth H. Fr. qd he. 


queſt : net one penny 02 prece of gold, had he in the wozlde: 


you had neede now to go x re ceiue pour money at Londõ, if 


there be any fo2 you, is pour great ſtoze of gold come to this 
reckning? nomarucll but youſhould haue pour chaber bo2e 
lockt foz feare of robbing. y maſters qd. he, J haue decet- 


ued por! as pou ſuppoſe, but none is deceined ſo much as my 


elle: and if w patience you will heare me, J will ſhew — 12 


At the ſame tine Þ J landed at Bꝛiſt. there was ont w m 
that came out of Ireland allo: a man ᷣ ſame to be of . 
tredite, who had an Jriſh boy to waite vpon him, 4 hauing 


bine as he ſaid long out of England, bent his iourney to vi- 


ſit his friends in Lancaſhire; we comming ouer bothin one 
ſhip, made accolit alla to li in one lodging: c he * — 
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well as my ſelte god ſtoze of monep, bought him ſelfe anew = 
ſute of Apparell at Bꝛiſt. the which in my eic ſæming faire 
god, J woulde needes itraightway buye me y like, which 
when J had done, A to haue the reſidue of my gold ſurc, feas 
ring cyther to be raved, 62 deceiued thereof, ript plineing of 
my doublet in diuers places, ⁊ therein baſted my gold moſt 
© ſectetly, now » gentina x J, lying together that night, the 
nert mo2ning he roſe befoze me, and as it ſ@&med, he put on 
my doublet x lefk me his: which A thinke on my conſcience 
he did it ſimplie  vnknowne to him ſelfe, be cauſe he made 
himſcifc ready in my light, and at his departure away, he 
bzought me vp into m chamber a pinte of metheglin , and 
 dainkcing to mc he bad me farewell: now J ſuppoſing all 
this while A had my own doublet on, made inderde no c- 
ther reckning: had therein great ſfoze of golde, but when p 
this mo2ning J ſearched x found it not (o, you may thinke 
that J was nat a liltle grieued:. therefozemy maſters here 
is the one halte of that J had foꝛ my cloake, to bzing pou to 
Plimmouth, & with the reſt, J will trauell into Lancaſhire 
tomy gentleman, foz my own doublet, aud therefo2e till J 
ſ& you againe, adiew, and thinke hereafter na woꝛſe of me 
then you haue founde, and ſo we parted : he towardes L as 
caſhire, and we towards Plimmouth, Thus much (gentle 
reader) haue you heard ofthe cunning ſhiftes # wicked de⸗ 
uiſes of thoſe lewde and emil-minded perſons: Withing all 
bhoneſt men to beware ot them: and at Godcoles re⸗ 
turne from Sea, pou ſhall be ſure to ſe a ſecond 
parte hereof, and if any of them ds ſpurne 
hereat: let him be well afſared p the 
nert will touch him to p quicke, 
and in the meane ſpace J doe 
wirr this to be publiſhed 
to p view of p woꝛlde, 
And ſoe fare well. 


FINIS. 


